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TAGC celebrates Sankranti and Republic Day with apectacular cultural extravaganza

) " THLUG ASOCIATION U GREATER AIGAGD

Invites you to participate in

2012 Sankranthi Celehrations

Saturday, January 21st 2012

Venue:
Samarathi Auditorium
Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago
Lemont, IL

Program Schedule:
5:00 - 7:30 PM - Membership and Renewals
5:00 - 6:30 PM - Submission of Rangoli Competition entries
5:00 - 6:30 PM - Dinner
6:30 PM Onwards Check-in

Contact

For program participation, send email to cultural@tagc.org
Or

call Sujatha Appalaneni (630) B98 4192, for any questions.
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Chicago IL: Telugu Association of Greater Chicago celebraledharvest festival of India, “Sankranti” with a
spectacular cultural program on January 21st, 2Q1tBe Rama Temple auditorium, in Lemont, IL. O880
people were in attendance at this grand event,hwmivizss meticulously organized by the executive comei
members of the association. Telugu Association ocfa@r Chicago (TAGC) is a non-profit organization
devoted to the awareness and promotion of Telugitage and Culture in the mid-west region headguad

in Chicago. The Association was originally foundedl971 and incorporated as a non-profit organiraby
the year 1978. What was once a brain child of sgrallp of individuals, TAGC has grown to be onetlod
oldest and largest Indo-American organizationsieWnited States.

TAGC celebrates and organizes various Telugu faisti@nnually and encourages participation by mesned
well wishers at these events. As a part of Telugture promotion, TAGC organizes three festivalergwear:
Sankranti, Ugadi and Deepavali in addition to has&an annual picnic in summer. TAGC Membershippiero
to all who have common interests. TAGC programsaése open to non-members who will be requireday 3
small entry fee. As a leading organization in thec@go land area connecting people of telugu celtIAGC
is actively involved in various community event®AGC is run by a board of directors and executivewuttee
who are elected by TAGC members every year.

The evening began with a welcome address by MrydfalAnandula, President of TAGC who extended his
Sankranti and Republic day greetings to all the bemin attendance. The cultural programs highéighhe
significance of the Sankranti festival and brougghtife the various customs and rituals which aset @and
parcel of this celebration. In Andhra Pradesh, &amtkis called “Pedda Panduga” or big festivale Mahole
festival lasts for four days, the first day is Bhdbe second day is Sankranti, the third day isuaa and the
fourth day, is Mukkanuma. Some of the common peastiduring this festival are to decorate the howds
Muggulu (Rangoli) and Gobbemmalu (cow dung balls)s typical to see a “Gangireddu” or a sacredl,bu
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which is normally decorated with beautiful clotlee®l bells. A person who takes the decorated bollrat the
village is called a Gangireddudasu. He wears aialp@@ss on this occasion. Another tradition ikdbllowed
in Andhra Pradesh, is the Haridasu, who comes tiodoor singing. The Haridasu carries a coppereless
his head, cymbals in one hand and a tambura iottier and goes from house to house singing, "H&&#dnga
Hari", and the glory of Lord Mahavishnu.

The stage was beautifully decorated with artworkcWideserves a special mention, as it portrayegp@al
village scene in Andhra Pradesh, during this festeason. It was designed and painted by Mr. Rakala, a
member of TAGC.

A variety of dances were performed by children, thioand adults during this event. It included clealsi
Bharatanatyam, Kuchipudi, semi-classical, fusianlk fand movie based items. Students from area dance
schools showcased their talents and received gmatciation from the audience. A unique item re@néng

the diversity in India was choreographed by Ms. d dpanerjee. Children wearing costumes representing
different states of India danced to regional muBiaring the finale they all performed to Vande Mata,
bringing a sense of unity and patriotism to light.

Another highlight of the evening was a dance itemsdad on a medley of Chiranjeevi Songs performed by
Tulasimohan Ramineni, Kiran Abbaraju and Bhavannivarapu, which brought the house down. It waly tru
enjoyed by the young and old.

The concluding item was a specially choreographetbpmance by 28 adult couples, depicted a wedsiiege
in India. A huge applause was given at the entlisfdutstanding presentation.

A total of 250 performers entertained the audiethaeng this cultural evening. A brief announcemahbut
TAGC Development Fund was made during the prog@iring awareness to the community and encourage
charity contributions. More information about thismid can be found on their websitehdip://www.tagc.org
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